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Colm Murray, Architecture Officer 20th October 2016 

NUI, Galway ‘Galway: Today and Tomorrow’ 



Policy Proposals for Ireland’s Towns 
 
 
 

Grasping Potential -  Guidance for Urban Areas 



6 recommendations :- 

1. Ireland needs an Urban Policy  

2. Rural Towns and Villages Network 

3. Fiscal incentives for Heritage-led Urban Regeneration 

4. Rural Economic Development means improving small towns and villages 

5. Local authorities’ support and new approach is crucial 

6. Let’s keep tabs on what’s going on 



The economic and functional value of 
Irish towns 

Leinster House 26th February 2014 

“We’ve lost our small shops 
We’ve lost our small pubs, 
We’ve lost our small creameries, 
We’ve lost our hardware shops, 
What more do they want?” 



Who wants to live in a town? 

• Source: Ignite 
Market 
Research  
(2015) for the 
Heritage 
Council   



 

How do people in Ireland today see towns? 
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The wider 
Galway 

• 64,455 people travel to Galway 
from the Western Region 
(Connaught) or 26.25%  
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Galway – the residential area 
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Galway – the local authority area 



Galway – built and archaeological designations 
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Galway – the historic city area 
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What’s Wrong / Right with 
Galway? 
• ‘Busy’  

• Too concentrated, too touristy? 

• ‘Varied’ 

• Boring suburbs, and also un-desired 
areas where property is sufficiently 
cheap to let people do interesting 
things? 

• ‘Party town’ 

• City of Culture 2020 
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‘In the growth of Galway, how come more ‘Galway’ wasn’t 
built?’ 
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ICOMOS Washington Charter 1987 http://www.international.icomos.org/charters/towns_e.pdf 

Heritage includes “The various 
functions that the town or urban area 
has acquired over time” 
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Urban heritage should be part of the 
planning system 



Extend the Living City Initiative 

.... But with modifications! 



 

20 

Living City 
Initiative 



What does it take to get these buildings lived-in? 
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Living over 
the shop  



The evening-time 
(‘purple’) economy 

Why is this image so striking, 
so unusual of an Irish town? 

 

The essence of theatre is a 
wall of faces, a street of 
windows.  



2016 Census 
returns – housing 
vacancy rates 

At least 1,346 
vacant houses 
in the centre of 
Galway 
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Paróiste San 
Niocláis 

600 

Nuns Island 
122 

Lough Atalia 
56 

Eyre Square 
427 

Claddagh 
141 



‘Official Ireland needs to recognise 
where people  
actually live’ 
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Neasa Ní Chroinin Walking 
Wisdom Wood Quay, July 2015 

… and, since 
we have a 
housing 
crisis, where 
people could 
live! 
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cmurray@heritagecouncil.ie 

Architecture 
Officer 

Thank You! 
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The institutional dimension to achieving a 
durable environmental environment 
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• development that is ‘sustainable’. 



Conceptual map of meta-categories of heritage 
value 

Institutional 
or public 
value 

Economic 
perspective 

Environmental 
resource 

Instrumental 
value 

Identity 
value Evidential value ‘Authenticity’ Artistic 

Historical 

Vernacular Commemorative 

Associative Picturesque 

Architectural 

Geographical factors – rarity or uniqueness, distribution  

Integrity 
Academic, educational 

Social 
organization 

“Mainstreaming” 

Partnerships 
Heritage 
infrastructure 

Economic Value  
              of Heritage studies 

Faro 
Convention 

Heritage experts 

The things  
that attuned 
amateurs feel 

Conserving bats and 
buildings “Cross-

compliance” 

Social relations  
built or fostered 
through heritage 

Grant-giving 

Public trust in 
institutions 


